BRITAIN'S PUBLIC SCHOOLS

A SPEECH TO THE BOYS OF HARROW SCHOOL
DECEMBER i, 1944

[December i, 1944.

HE Memorial to those who fell in the last war rises clear and
solid, and on it will be graven the names of those who carried
on their fathers' work. It is thought that in all the changing circum-
stances of our social and economic life, it is better to concentrate the
Memorial Fund as far as possible upon the life, strength and resources
of the school, and on giving Harrow as much as possible of the power
to remain this extraordinarily coherent and elevating entity from
which so much inspiration has been derived. With Field-Marshal
Gort and Field Marshal Alexander in the military field, you have
much to be proud of,

I think no better idea could be devised than to establish a fund
which will make it easy for Harrovians who may not otherwise have
sufficient money to send their sons here. It shall be made easy, and
not unduly expensive for those who might be hampered, as many will
be in the changing course of our affairs to come, to carry on in a still
further generation the wishes, the hopes, the memories and achieve-
ments of their parents. Nothing could be better than that.

You read in the newspapers a great deal about the future of the
public schools. I can assure you that during this war great changes
have taken place in the minds of men, and there is no change which
is more marked in our country than the continual and rapid effacement
of class differences. I do not wish to see the public schools fall into
desuetude. We cannot afford to pull down the great and beneficent
institutions which helped to make us what we were in the last war and
to keep us what we are in this. But it is by broadening the intake,
and by the schools becoming more and more based upon aspiring
youth in ev(jry class of the nation and coming from every part of the
Kingdom, that you will preserve all the traditions and inspirations which
are gathered in the great public schools, and make them the possession
of all our fellow countrymen and of lads from all over the land.

It has been said that the prerogatives of the Crown have become
the privileges of the people. The public schools have also their gift
to give, and I hope and trust that after this war is over, there will
not only be a Harrow Fund to help the sons of old Harrovians to come
back to the school, but that the institution of scholarships and so
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